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Travellers must go 


^[Comment i Read Comments (7) 


TRAVELLERS have been ordered out of illegal 
homes on a notorious caravan site. 

A Government planning inspector has ruled 
families livrng on seven plots at Hovefieids, 

Wickford, must go. 

The news has been welcomed by Jill and David 
Walsh, who live opposite in Hovefieids Avenue and 
recently revealed to the Echo a diary of despair, 
detailing 230 complaints and 9i police Incidents 
since 2004. 

Mr Walsh, 55, said: "This is justice. It would have been outrageous for the inspector to 
reach any other decision. We just hope now the people can be moved off at the earliest 
opportunity." 

inquiry inspector Christopher Anstey was told of death threats to Mrs Walsh, gun and 
knife battles, countless air gun and stone-throwing attacks on their property and dead 
animats left on the couple's land. 

Mr Anstey’s report recognises the need for more traveller sites in Basildon, the fact some 
travellers had health problems and faced being left on the roadside, if evicted. 

However, he ruled these factors 
failed to override the devastating 
effect on residents of vehicle 
noise, eyesore sites, crime and 
antisocial behaviour. 

Sylvia Taylor, who lives on one 
of the disputed plots - but 
against whom the Walshes have 
no complaint - spoke of her 
dismay at the decision. 

She said: "We really hoped the 
inspector would give us more 
time until other sites could be 
found." 

The eviction will not be 
immediate, however. Basildon 
Council must await the result of 
a High Court review next month of the original orders on the eight Hovefieids travellers, 
those on ten other plots at Hovefieids and 86 families at Dale Farm, Crays Hill. 

Mrs Tayior added: “All our hope now resit on this case." 

Meanwhile Dr Donald Kenrlck, planning agent for the families, hinted a new legal 
challenge might yet be mounted. 

He said: “We will be consulting a barrister to see any grounds for further appeal. The 
inspector recognised these people would have to camp on the roadside. Would he like to 
live with no water or toilet, at the side of the road?" 




Sylvia Taylor with her caravan in 
Hovefieids Drive, Wickford 


Basildon Council leader Malcolm Buckley, said: "It is good to see the inspector recognise 
the plight of people like the Walshes and their neighbours." 


Bille/icay MP John Baron, in whose constituency the site falls, said: "I am delighted." 
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Posted by: evilc, essex on 5:39pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

Mr and Mrs Walsh have been graceful in their 
actions with this absolute shower of anti social 
scroungers ever to be bom to this world. 


And on behalf of law abiding tax paying folk I hope 
'THEY ALL GO TO HELL 1 
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Posted by: resident, essex on 7:02pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

I thought the meaning of the word 'travelier* imDlied 
that these people travelled around places and 
stayed for a short time, not settled somewhere and 
decided to stay put! or am 1 mistaken 7 

Quote I Report this post 
Posted by: m, baslldon on 7:04pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

5a who is going to have them on their doorstep 
now ???? 


Quote | Report this post 

Posted by: Darren, Baslldon on 
7:13pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

Thank God! Goodbye scum! These people go on like 
they haven't got a penny between them what utter 
cobblers! They are a tax-hiding, free loading, scum 
who contribute nothing to society but instead wish 
to scrouge, thelve, and ruin others 1 lives. Give them 
a plot for 50 caravans, they take 100, They deserve 
nothing... nowt. NadaH! The government need to 
come out of the £MJ so we can eliminate ourselves 
form this stupid set of one-sided “human rights" 
laws, then we can create a crack team of plkey rl*t 
police to go into every camp and nick the loth 

Quote | Report this post 
Posted by: g moore on 7:41pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

Why should travellers always be given preferential 
treatment - what about the “human rights" of the 
rest of us. Travellers or gypsies or whatever the 
current name is are never hefd accountable for 
anything, they dont pay tax, they get preferential 
treatment at schools, (taxis to get them there, 
uniforms, absence and lateness rules don't apply to 
them,) they nde roughshod over all the laws of the 
country. If they want to stay in one place, buy or 
rent a permanent dwelling like the rest of us - they 
must be able to afford It - they ride around in four 
wheel drives and other far better cars than I can 
afford. 

Quote | Report this post 

Posted by: Andrew K, Wickford on 
8:5ipm Wed 16 Jan 08 

Send these lazy Irish tax dodgers (whrch Is what 
they really are) be k to Ireland. Refuse them re-entry 
to England, and confiscate their vehicles and 
caravans to be sold to raise money to pay for 
cleaning up their mess and to compensate council 
tax payers. 
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Quote I Report this post 
Posted by: Tinker on 9:28pm Wed 16 Jan 08 

It wont be long before the length of the A127 is 
lined with mobile homes, four wheel drives and work 
vans belonging to the people who don't want to 
contribute into the system. 

More and more mobile homes are springing up all 
the time along that stretch of road, London bound. 
Its disgusting and diabolical in this day and age that 
they are exonerated from paying into the pot like 
the rest of us. They have the affront to turn up at 
the DWP and get all the benefits they can for 
themselves and their dependants. It's the hard 
working tax payer whom underwrites their Cavalier 
lifestyle, together with a very weak government who 
should take action to prevent their extortionate 
methods of obtaining money to fund their chosen 
lifestyles. 
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